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The Danish Food Cluster

I   Fact on Danish farming and food industry

II  Types of clusters
• Regional clusters
• Knowledge based clusters
• Competence clusters
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Facts on Danish farming and food industry

• Number of holdings: 46.000 
• Number of employees within the 

agricultural sector: 180.000
• Farmers own their own industries in form of 

co-operatives
• Exports of more than 2/3 of their production
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Number of holdings

-145.7506.7009.100pigs
-505.00010.00018.600cattle
-432.7504.8007.500of this: seeds
-3713.50021.50035.200Full time

-2423.50030.70041.000Part time

-2937.00052.20076.300Total no. of holdings
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Agricultural export by countries 2004
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Agricultural export by products 2004
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Agricultural and co-operative structural developments

46.42247.000107.10095.30630.000Number of members
18831.6051.505Coop. Farm Suppliers
9317060.00042.60033.000Number om members
111.400800475Egg distributions

23.52036.020133.088194.06565.824Number of members
25626127Coop. Slaughterhouses

14.324*17.789135.600189.900148.000Number of members
13239041.3991.046Co-operative dairies

50.00075.000175.000210.000260.000Number of holdings

20021992196419391903

* Incl. Arla Foods Swedish co-operatives

Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries
Directorate for Food, Fisheries and Agri Business
Niels Gøtke, Head of Division

Co-operative market share
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The largest dairies in the EU
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The largest slaughterhouses in the EU
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The Agri industriel export
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Kilde: Danmarks Statistik og Landbrugsraadet

Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries
Directorate for Food, Fisheries and Agri Business
Niels Gøtke, Head of Division

The pork cluster
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Conclusion

• Governments can help foster a favorable business enviornment, 
companies and industries must ultimately achieve and sustain
competition advantag

• Competence clusters must be actively orchestraded
and managed by cluster participants.
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• Competence clusters must be actively orchestraded
and managed by cluster participants.


